[Date}

Re: Proposed Ho-Chunk Indian Nation Casino in Lynwood, Illinois

[Name of elected official]

[Address of elected official]

Dear Mr/Ms. 



:

I am writing to urge you to oppose any steps that are needed to permit the Ho-Chunk Indian Nation to negotiate with the State of Illinois for permission to build and operate a Class III casino in Lynwood, Illinois.  I am writing this letter as an active voter, as a long-time resident of this area, and as someone with many ties to this community and to the other voting citizens of this area.


The proposed 432-acre casino complex would have devastating consequences on our immediate community,  the entire south Chicago suburban region, and Northwest Indiana.  The research into the effects of casino operations by sovereign Indian nations is well-documented, and shows:

· The federal legislation that requires States to negotiate casino agreements with sovereign Indian nations does not include enforcement provisions.  When Indian nations do not honor these agreements, States and municipalities that have been promised revenue sharing and jobs have no recourse.  The State of Wisconsin is embroiled in this quagmire at this moment, wondering how it can enforce against a sovereign nation the collection of the revenue share promised from the Ho-Chunk Indian Nation in connection with its Wisconsin operations. Coincidentally, while it owes money under its agreement with Wisconsin, the Nation seeks to begin its Class III gaming operations to Illinois.  Why should we expect the agreements to be honored in Illinois, particularly with no enforcement provisions on which to rely?

· Each promised dollar of revenue sharing carries with it a much greater cost to the local governments and to those communities – studies conclude that the cost is $3 for every $1 in promised revenue.  These costs relate to infrastructure construction and maintenance (since sovereign nations can use our infrastructure but not pay for it), rehabilitation costs, increased crime, personal bankruptcies, loss in sales for local businesses.  Sovereign nations take our money, they take our infrastructure, they take our jobs, they take our local businesses, and in return they give us higher crime, property and business taken off the tax rolls, higher infrastructure costs and the illusion of the pot at the end of the rainbow.

· Businesses and residents will move away, carrying taxes and spending power with them – leaving the economic gain solely to the sovereign Indian nation.  Businesses and residents do not move to the vicinity of an Indian casino – and this will be particularly true of a casino of the proposed scope of the 432-acre Ho-Chunk Indian Nation casino in Lynwood, Illinois.  The Indian nation does not pay taxes, and does not use local businesses.  They are self-sufficient, they need and want us for nothing, and they will cause our local businesses and residents to continue and to accelerate the migration out of the southeast Chicago suburbs.  This is not the answer.

Please oppose any legislation that would place the 432-acre site in Lynwood, Illinois in federal trust for the Ho-Chunk Indian Nation.  Of course the south suburbs of Chicago need help and economic revitalization.  But the proposed casino promises only an illusory pot at the end of the rainbow – with untold long-term social and economic consequences for our residents and businesses.  


While the local residents cannot provide the kind of campaign contributions that the Indian nations provide, we can do something perhaps more effective: we vote,  and for “single issue” voters, this is the issue on which we will base our votes.  Please help us to preserve our communities and oppose the proposed casino complex.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely, 

[Your Signature Here]
