Land-based Indian Reservation & Casino
What’s the Fuss About?


Much has been written and said about the Ho-Chunk Indian Reservation & Casino in Lynwood, IL.

What should we believe?  Should we do anything?  Is it really a big deal?


Let’s start by reviewing what the Bible says about gambling.  Cottage Grove Christian Reformed Church has published their statement on gambling, which can also be found on their web site, www.cottage grovechurch.com.  With their blessing, we will summarize their statement here.


First, we deal with the issue of idolatry vs. love of God.  Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.”  (Matt. 22:37).  Gambling tends to replace trust in God and His goodness with reliance on chance or money winnings.  “You cannot serve God and money” (Matt. 6:24).  This identifies the antithesis of trying to place our trust in two places.  What we trust in place of God is our idol and we come directly up against God’s specific commandment:  “You shall have not other gods before Me” (Deut. 5”7) and be content with what you have, because God has said, “I will never leave you; never will I forsake you” (Heb. 13:5).  The reason given in this verse for being content clearly shows that lack of contentment is lack of trust in God, who will never forsake us.


The next issue is tempting God vs. trusting God.  In Bible times, when casting of lots was used to discern the will of God, it was accompanied by prayer and supplication that God would indeed reveal His will in the matter at hand.  Using this divinely directed procedure in a frivolous way makes a mockery of God’s will.  Jesus was explicit in His rebuke of Satan when He said, “It is also written:  ‘Do not put the Lord you God to the test” (Matt. 4:7).  Paul instructs Timothy to five us this positive message.  “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hop in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides up with everything for our enjoyment.” (I Tim. 6:17)  Money and possessions are considered appropriate blessings from God only in the context of faithful obedience and submission to Him, and they are a curse if sought from unjust gain (cf. Matt. 6:33, Hab. 2:9, Lev. 26:3-5, Deut. 28:2, Psalm 119:35-37).


Biblical teachings on stewardship can also be applied here.  We and all that we have are not our own. God will demand an accounting of his gifts to us.  Will we be judged faithful stewards if we have carelessly “invested” some of God’s gifts to us into ungodly, worldly enterprises (the lottery, casinos, etc.) for our own selfish gain?


We think up lots of excuses to salve our conscience:  “I do it for the fun of it or for the challenge, not the money.”  “It’s only for pennies.”  “It makes the game more interesting.”  “I didn’t pay anything for the ticket,” and many more.  But when we reflect honestly on the motives of our hearts and compare these practices with the demands of God’s Word, they just don’t measure up.  God wants the deeds of darkness exposed for what they are.  Timothy tells us to “flee from all this” (I Tim. 6:5-11).  No form of gambling is God-honoring.


Another issue is exploitation vs. love of neighbor.  Jesus’ summary of the law includes “love your neighbor as yourself” (Matt. 22:39).  The lottery exploits nearly everyone, especially the poor, as it extensively advertises the playing of the lottery as the “road to riches,” the source of hope for a better life, and the answer to one’s greatest dream and aspirations.  Casinos say “Play and get paid the same day!”

Needy citizens are led down a road of false hope and disillusionment.  Participation in and encouragement of a system that entraps the poor and reduces their resources, even though voluntarily, is not a demonstration of love.  Such involvement does, in fact, violate the spirit of God’s law, “you shall not steal” (Deut. 5:19).


Covetousness vs. work ethics is an issue illuminated by the Bible that applies to gambling.  Covetousness is many times condemned in the Bible, from the tenth commandment (Deut. 5:21) to the strong judgment of Paul in Ephesians:  “For this you know, the no…covetous man…hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God” (Eph. 5:5).  We are not to associate with or have any part of “unfruitful works of darkness” (vs. 11), but rather we are to walk as children of light (vs. 8), learning and doing what pleases our Lord (vs.10).  Paul sets forth God’s plan in Eph. 4:28-“He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need.”  The words of II Thess. 3:8-12 are even more emphatic in pointing out that we must work, earning the bread that we eat.


The last issue we will consider is greed vs. contentment.  Greed is self-destructive.  “A greedy man

brings trouble to his family,” says Solomon in Prov. 15:27.  He also provides a summary of the life of the gambler in Prov. 28:22, “a stingy man is eager to get rich and is unaware that poverty awaits him.”  A greedy person is never content because he never has enough money to satisfy his greed (Eccl. 5:10).  Look around and see the evidence of the truth of these statements in today’s world.  Contrast this with the picture of a righteous man:  “But the righteous give without sparing” (Prov. 2:26).  Our lives should give expression and life to the words of the Apostle Paul, “I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.” (Phil. 4:12).  And again, “keep your lives from the love of money.”


After reflecting on what the Bible has to say about priorities, money, and the love of God, we can talk about the proposal for Lynwood.  Many different things have been said-there will be a water park, theatres, restaurants, a spa, beauty shop, and most recently, an entire mall.  Included in everything that has been said, however, is the consistent concept of sovereignty.

Why do we keep hearing about this casino?  Isn’t it a done deal?  It will never happen!  What’s so bad about a casino?  Shouldn’t we support Native American attempts to become self-supporting?  I don’t believe that a tribal casino will affect our area or our church.  

These are just some of the comments heard by Citizens for Our Community, Inc.  The more we dig, as an organization, the more dirt we find out about gambling in general, and tribal casinos in particular.  As Christians, we missed the boat totally when the Lottery started in Illinois, and again, when gambling licenses were issued.  We should have vehemently opposed those things before they gained a foothold in our society.  In our defense, we didn’t realize what the long-term effects were going to be socially and economically.  However, we should have opposed the lottery and riverboat casinos on moral and spiritual grounds alone.  What began as an attempt to fund the schools has turned into a giant cancer eating away at the social structure and economy of our country.  If you believe the expansion of gambling in general as proposed by state officials, and the proposed Ho-Chunk reservation and casino in particular, won’t affect Peace Church, you are unfortunately misinformed.  If you believe you won’t be affected because you live in Indiana, you are also misinformed.  Please read on to discover exactly what this proposal means for our church, schools and families.  

What is the difference between a State licensed casino and the proposed Ho-Chunk reservation casino?  

Approximately $447.2 million dollars per year that the State would collect if this were a licensed casino vs. what the State will never see if this Ho-Chunk casino becomes a reality.  State casinos are limited as to the number of slot machines and tables allowed per facility.  None of these limitations apply to a tribal casino – the sky is the limit.  There is a head tax in State licensed casinos, there are no fees charged and remitted as tax to the State to enter a tribal casino.  There is a fee paid to the State to purchase a license for a State licensed casino – the last license sold for $518 million dollars.  The Ho-Chunk will not be required to have a State license to operate their casino – they can do that under sovereignty - so no license fee will be collected.   And this is merely the money. 

The true difference lies in sovereignty.  Currently in Illinois we have no reservation lands for Native Americans – therefore we have no tribal gaming anywhere in the State.  The decision facing our Governor and legislators will be a precedent setting decision if this land is granted sovereign status.  Once a State allows tribal gaming, it is very difficult to limit the number of tribes allowed because the rationale to keep them out is gone.  (Michigan is currently dealing with this issue.)  There are over 550 recognized tribes in the United States, and as of this moment, at least 3 other tribes are poised to try and bring their own reservation casinos to our State depending on whether the Ho-Chunk are granted sovereign status in Illinois.    

The Ho-Chunk nation has already purchased approximately 150 acres of property on the proposed site.  This allows them to have access from all four of the roads forming the boundary of this site.  They have paid for this land from a line of credit extended by Wells Fargo, investing over $13 million in this property.  Right now, they cannot set up a gaming facility.  The land needs to be set aside, or put “in trust” for the Ho-Chunk by the federal government.  This is done either very quickly through legislation introduced to the Congress by Jesse Jackson, Jr., most likely sometime after the elections, or an application is made to the Bureau of Indian Affairs, which takes much longer – say 3 to 5 years.  Once the land is placed in trust, it is considered sovereign territory of the Ho-Chunk tribe.  This is akin to having another country placed into a section of Lynwood.  When you set foot on that ground, you are no longer under United States law – you are under the laws of the Ho-Chunk Nation.  

The next step in this process is for the tribe to negotiate with the Governor of the State of Illinois to make a Tribal-State Compact.  Contained in this compact are the exact conditions under which the Governor will extend the tribe the right to have gaming on sovereign land within the State.  This compact is truly the great unknown.  It is where promises are made, compact payments to the State and municipalities negotiated, and rules and regulations are defined – all negotiated by the tribe and their lobbyists, and the Governor.  However, certain things negotiated in this compact can be revoked by the Bureau of Indian Affairs.  For example, if the Ho-Chunk state they will pay 25% of gaming revenue as their compact payment, the BIA can come back and say that the percentage is too high, and set it at a lower percentage, and then the tribe does not have to pay what it promised.  In Wisconsin the Ho-Chunk were only paying 12% of gaming revenues to the State.  Enforceability of the compact is very difficult.  The only remedy a State has is to enjoin the tribe from Class III gaming (all card games played against the house, slot machines, dog and horse racing, and all other types of casino gaming) through the jurisdiction of the Federal District Courts until the compact is satisfied.  The tribe can still then operate Class I and II gaming, although the big money is in Class III gaming.  They can and do discriminate in favor of Native Americans for all jobs, especially those with higher pay.  

Because the land is placed in trust by the United States, it is removed from the property tax rolls forever.  The Ho-Chunk pay no property taxes and the State and Village lose the revenue from that land.  

What are the ramifications of being a sovereign nation?  

Sovereign nation status refers to the recognition by the United States government of Native American tribes as “distinct, independent political communities” qualified to exercise powers of self-government, not by virtue of any delegation of powers, but rather by reason of their tribal sovereignty.  

As a sovereign nation, the Nation itself is exempt or immune from any lawsuits from the state or local governments.  State governments have no role with regards to Indian tribes and have no authority over tribes or Indians within Indian Country.  The only exception to this is the extent to which the tribe agrees to give up part of its sovereignty in the Tribal-State Compact.  Please note:  the Ho-Chunk Nation did not give up their right to sovereignty in its compact with the State of Wisconsin.   

As a federally recognized tribe, the Ho-Chunk Nation as an entity and any unincorporated business owned by the tribe does not pay any federal income taxes.  This is extremely important because tribes will never pay federal income tax on gaming revenue.  While they do pay taxes ordinarily paid by any employer to the federal government on behalf of their employees, this is a pittance compared to the federal income tax they are not paying on gaming revenues.  

What does all of this mean for us?  

Economic studies indicate that the area in a 35-mile radius is dramatically affected, and a 50-mile radius is significantly affected.  Unfortunately, and especially in an urban area, town or state borders don’t stop the destructive social and economic impacts of a casino.  South Holland is 5.5 miles and 5-1/2 minutes by expressway from the proposed casino site.  Munster and Thornton are both 3.3 miles and 5 minutes away.  Dyer is less than 3 miles and 4 minutes away.  Can you move away?  Certainly, but moving to St. John, Schererville or Cedar Lake is not nearly far enough!  Casinos are a regional issue, not confined to town or state lines.  There are 9 fully functioning casinos in our 50-mile radius, 3 more currently proposed, and 4 more being considered in the Nov. veto session in the Illinois Legislature.  

Because the window of opportunity is small, Citizens for Our Community believes that we need to spend our time, energy and dollars NOW to STOP this casino from ruining our communities.  When you actually think about it, as a Christian community we have millions of dollars invested in the infrastructure of our churches, schools and homes, to say nothing of the investment Christian businesses have in the area.  The great question that faces all of us is this:  Do you believe we have something to fight for and preserve here in the South Suburbs?  

If this reservation casino comes to our area the negative effects will build over time.  The first thing we will see is an increase in traffic, accidents and pollution.  In order to produce the projected revenue the casino will draw 7.5 million people per year, or 21,000 people per day, to gamble in it’s facilities.  This traffic never stops – it goes on 24 hours a day 7 days a week.  The second thing we will see is an increase in addicted gamblers and problem gamblers, even in our churches.  It has been proven by many studies that gambling addictions go up when new facilities go in.  With gambling addictions come more social and economic costs which have reached epidemic proportions, costing the economy as much as $54 billion annually.  Casino gambling causes up to $289 in social costs for every $46 of economic benefit.  The magnitude and extent of personal consequences on the pathological gambler and his or her family may be severe.  One in five pathological gamblers attempts suicide.  This is higher than for any other addictive disorder.  The costs extend beyond the individual victim and his or her family, often including employers, business associates, neighbors, relatives, social service providers, and others.  Churches, charities, domestic violence shelters, and homeless shelters, are often significantly burdened by the problems created by problem and pathological gamblers.  Employers may experience costs from job loss, unemployment benefits, lowered productivity and time missed from work.  Problems in marriages, child neglect and abuse, divorce, suicides, fraud, embezzlement, and bankruptcies rise dramatically about 3 years after a casino opens in an area.  Desperate people do desperate things, and addicted gamblers will do anything to get more money to gamble.  You should know that a gambling addiction is like a drug or alcohol addiction – it causes neurological changes in the brain. As social and economic problems swell, so will our taxes, as funds are needed to deal with them.  Senator Frank Padavan, a Republican from New York stated, “gambling, in terms of revenue, is fool’s gold.”  After 3 years you will start to see homes being foreclosed, businesses shutting their doors because they can’t compete with the lower prices offered on the reservation, and people will move away because of loss of jobs, increased crime and the other negative effects of the casino.  

What about gambling, casinos and our children?

In a social environment where we already feel our children are at far more risk than we were at their age, we need to address how this proposed casino would affect them.  Consider the location:  This proposed site is only 3 miles from Illiana, only about 1 mile from the new location for Luther East, 2 miles from T.F. South, and an easily drivable distance-and about 10 minutes-from Bloom, Bloom Trail, and Marion high schools.  It’s only about 20 minutes from Lake Central (IN) and Crete-Monee high schools.  At a time when gambling is the fastest growing addiction among teen-agers, how crazy is this?  Our kids can watch gambling on television, they can participate on the Internet, they play at each other’s homes, and now there is the possibility they can simply run over to the casino.  Remember, the laws that keep them out of state licensed casinos do not apply on sovereign nation land!  Just this year, Illiana Christian made a rule against playing cards at school to prevent the possibility of gambling there.  Gambling is the next hottest thing for teenagers.

Consider this high school guidance counselor’s response in the Chicago Tribune to the current gambling craze: 

 
“After seeing a gambling report on ESPN and reading Tribune staff reporter Lisa Black’s story regarding kids and poker (“Deal ‘em:  Kids get drawn in by poker.” Page 1, Sept. 23) in the frame of about 15 minutes, I felt a twitching need to share my opinion.


I’m really battling with the fact that parents don’t seem to have trouble with their adolescents playing poker.  I’m even more appalled that many parents are allowing their children to gamble under their own supervision.  This is nothing short of enabling very destructive behavior.  Both reports alluded to the kids’ notions of “at least we’re not smoking, doing drugs or drinking!”


Apparently parents don’t realize the addictive nature of gambling, nor do they realize that these kids will be at college in a year or two without that supervision.  Do they think the kids will be playing for chips and pretzels with their friends at the University of Whatever?  Do they really believe the gambling will stop at “friendly poker” and not bloat into Internet wagering, placing bets with a bookie and heading out to the boats for a night of “harmless entertainment”?


Regardless of the idea that this is just a fleeting fad, this trend is dangerous.  As I don’t like to readily admit that I identify pretty well with adolescents, I am a high school guidance counselor, so it comes with the territory…Nevertheless this is yet another destructive outlet for kids who are, for some reason, bored and unimpressed with life and its offerings…”   Mike Neberz, Darien

No dollar amount can represent the emotional and long-term impact that addictive behavior has on the family.  Children of compulsive gamblers are more likely to engage in delinquent behaviors such as smoking, drinking, and using drugs, and have an increased risk of developing problem or pathological gambling themselves.  Research suggests that the earlier a person begins to gamble, the more likely he or she is to become a pathological gambler.  

As parents and fellow church family members of many precious covenant youth, we need to take seriously our promise to God to raise these children, to the best of our ability, to follow Him and the path He has set for them.  If we do not actively work against this, or any other casino, we are in effect telling our legislators it is okay to put a casino in our neighborhood.  Since we cannot possibly compete with the amount of money the casino interests can throw around, we must rely on activating large numbers of local people to tell their legislators that they do not want a casino in their neighborhood, and telling them again and again until this goes away!

Isn’t this all overstating the case?

Everyone working with Citizens for Our Community wishes this were overstating the case.  Actually, the more research we do the worse the picture looks.  We have only presented an overview here.  Our web site, www.citizens4community.org, is tremendous and has lots of information and links to even more information.  Everything we presented here is documented, but due to space considerations we did not include the sources.

We encourage everyone to research this on their own.  Our statements are not our opinions, but statements of documented facts from research studies, impact studies, and governmental agencies, such as the IRS.  We have two documents, Casinos & Economic Development and Casinos and Sovereignty, that are on the web site or available from us.  Check out the web site www.hocakworak.com and see what the Ho-Chunk President has to say about all this.  

What can you do?

We hope by now you are motivated to get involved!  First of all, please pray for our organization, pray for mobilization of all citizens, and pray that our legislators listen to their constituents.  Pray that God has a purpose for this land other than a casino.  Sign a petition against the casino if you haven’t already done so.  If you like to walk and would like to ask neighbors for signatures, we have lots of petitions available for you.  If you can get signatures at your job or school, please do so.  If you own a business and haven’t sent us a signed resolution, please do so.  If you need a resolution, check our web site or call us.  Then call AND write your legislators, especially Rep. Jesse Jackson, Jr., Rep. David Miller and Governor Blagojevich.  If you don’t have their telephone numbers & addresses, check our web site.  Please include Rep. George Scully, whose legislative district includes the former soccer stadium.  His address is 222 Vollmer Rd., Chicago Heights, IL  60411 -  Phone:  708-709-0579.  Each voting member in your home should call and write as soon as possible.  YOUR VOICE NEEDS TO BE HEARD!   If you have the means available, donate to Citizens for Our Community, Inc.  We work very hard to make sure every donated dollar counts.  Remember:  LOCAL OPPOSITION STOPS CASINOS!!!

 
While we have received information from time to time saying that this casino will never happen, we have never been able to substantiate it from reliable sources.  We cannot let up the pressure until it is gone for good.  Also keep in mind that politicians on both sides of the aisle say things that may sound like they are supporting your side, but when it comes time to deal, they often switch sides.  Late night or holiday sessions have often seen situations where a bill like one needed for sovereignty gets attached to something very important and just slides through unnoticed.  Check our web site for updates, and call 708-895-1180 to volunteer to help.  We need more workers!   Let’s end this casino madness!

*This article may be reprinted as is and used in church newsletters and other informational matter.  Email us at citizens@citizens4community.org for a copy of this article in a Microsoft Word document format.
